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Welcome to the 20262027 School Year at Banks Elementary School!

I am honored to serve as the Principal at this outstanding school. Banks is fortunate to have a
dedicated, experienced staff that looks at your children holistically, doing their utmost to address
their academic, physical, and social-emotional needs.

e Meet the Teacher: August 5 from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM
o First Day of School: August 6, 2026

Staff Updates & New Additions

Thanks to the benefits of recently passed bond override election results, we were able to expand
our team to better support our students. Please join us in welcoming our newest staff members:
e Mrs. Tracy Denny — Intervention Specialist
e Mr. Jonathan Peacock — PE Teacher
e Mrs. Ariela Samorano — 6th Grade ELA and Social Studies Teacher

Additionally, Mr. Jordon Vironet has transitioned to 4th grade, replacing Mrs. Savannah Fuller-
McDaniel, who welcomed a new baby and understandably wanted to work at a school closer to
home. We wish her the very best of luck!

Athletics for Sixth Graders

We are proud to announce that our 6th-grade students will now be able to compete athletically
with other schools through Valencia Middle School! Available sports include:

e Girls and Boys Basketball

e Girls and Boys Volleyball

e Cross Country

e Soccer

o Track

More information and participation instructions will be sent out very soon.

Academics, Curriculum, & Wellness
e Core Curriculum: We utilize district-adopted curriculums Benchmark Education
(Language Arts) and Eureka Math Squared.
o Digital Learning: Students will also work on i-Ready for math and English Language
Arts support.
e Social-Emotional Learning: We continue to support student well-being using the
research-based Character Strong curriculum.




e Meals: All children at Banks qualify for free breakfast and lunch.
Grant Update

Banks applied for a 21st Century CCLC grant this past year. While we learned in July that we
were not selected, we want to share some context: only two TUSD schools qualified, which our
grant-writing advocates note is the lowest number of schools ever awarded due to reduced
overall funding. We plan to reapply this year if the program remains solvent.

Get Involved

There are many opportunities for parents and guardians to participate in the educational life of
our school! We are always looking for volunteers to assist with sports, tutoring, field trips, and
the PTO. If you are interested in getting involved, please reach out to us. Apply as a volunteer
here.

Welcome to a new and exciting year!

Respectfully,

Willioun Resenbeng
Principal
Banks Elementary School



